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Thisstoryisaboutafamilyofseagulls.Therewasayoungchildinthefamilywhowasunabletoflyevenafter
severaltries.thestoryhighlightstheimportanceoffamilyandfriendsinone’slife.Italsogivesmessagethat
oneneedstobelieveinselftoovercomeallthehurdlesofownlife.

TheSeagullFamily
Theseagullfamilyconsistsofsixseagulls–mother,father,threesonsandonedaughter.Allofthemexcept
theyoungestsonareexpertinflyinghigh.Hisparentshavetriedseveraltimestoteachhimhowtoflybuthe
isscaredtodothatanddoesnotwanttotryanymore.Hereliesonthefoodthathisparentsbringbackfrom
theirflights.



YoungSeagull’sFearofFlying
Theyoungestsonisafraidofflyingashethinksthatifheflies,hiswingswouldnotsupporthimandhewould
falldownintheseabelowanddrown.Evenhisparentshaverebukedhim.Theyeventhreatenedhimifhe
doesn’tfly,hewoulddieofhunger,buthedoesnottry.

ParentsLeaveYoungSeagullAlone
Aftersomanyfailedattempts,hisparentsleavehimaloneontherockwithoutfood.Theyeventaunthimfor
hiscowardice.Theyoungseagulllooksathisbrothersandsistersenjoyingswimming,divingintheseawater
forfishtofeedthemselves,butnoonecomesnearhimtoofferfood.

HungerandHeatIncrease
Asthetimepasses,theyoungseagullcouldnottoleratethehungerandtheheat.Hemovesclosertotheledge
andpretendstofallasleepbutnobodytakesnoticeofhim.Hisbrothersandsistershavealreadyhadhearty
breakfastandfatherseemsbusyinadmiringandcleaningthefeathersonhisback.Themotherlooksathim
andtriestotempthimwithpiecesoffish.Hisbeggingandcryingdoesnotaffecther.

YoungSeagullDivesforFood
Theyoungseagullwasveryhungry.Heassurprisedenoughathismother’signoranceofhispitifulcondition.
Thus,hedivesforfood.Hebeginstofalldownwithascreamassoonashedives.

FlightBegins
Theyoungseagullbeginstofallinthesea.Heisafraidofdrowning,sohetriestospreadhiswingsoutwards
andbeingsflying.Hefeelsalittledizzybutallhisfearvanished(disappeared).Hesoarsslowlydownwards
andupwards.Hecouldfinallyflyonhisown.

JoyofFlightandReunionofFamily
Theseagullbecomessohappyandsoarshighercalling‘ga,ga,ga’.Itwasreallyajoyousmomentforthe
wholefamily;hisbrothersandsistersalongwithhisparentscomeneartoencourageandcheerhim.Theyoung
seagullsuccessfullymadehisfirstflight.
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1.Seagullfamilyconsistsof6members.
2.Theyoungseagullisafraidofflyingandfamilyhasconcernofhisfoodandfearofflying.
3.Cajoling(entrap)andprovokinghimbyfamily.
4.Familyleaveshimaloneattherock,sohecriesbecauseofheatandhunger.
5.Noonelooksathimexceptthemotherswhotriestotempthimforapieceoffish.
6.Everybodytauntshimforhiscowardice,sotheyoungseagulldivestocatchafishtofeedhimself.
7.Hetriestospreadhiswindsoutwardsandbeginstoflyslowlydownwardsandupwards.



8.Heisnotnolongerafraidofflyingandfallingdowninthesea.Hesoarswithajoyousscream.
9.Seagullfamilycameneartohimandencouragehim.
10.Hehadmadehisfirstflightsuccessfully.
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Thinking about theText (Page36)
Question1:Whywastheyoungseagullafraidtofly?Doyouthinkallyoungbirdsareafraidtomaketheir
fistflight?Doyouthinkahumanbabyalsofindsitachallengetotakeitsfirststep?
Answer: Theyoungseagullwasafraidtoflybecauseitwashisfirstflightandhefearedoffallingandhurting
himself.Hethoughtwouldnotsupporthimwhileflying.
Yes,itisnaturalthatdoingsomethingforthefirsttimeisabitchallengingandfearful.Similarly,ahuman
babyisalsoafraidoftakingthefirststepandfindsitchallengingwhenhelearnstocrawlorstandupwithout
support.

Question2:“Thesightofthefoodmaddenedhim.”Whatdoesthissuggest?Whatcompelledtheyoung
seagulltofinallyfly?
Answer: Theyoungseagullwasveryhungry.Itwashishungerthatultimatelycompelledhimtofly.His
hungerintensifiedwhenhesawhismothertearingatapieceoffishthatlayatherfeet.Hecriedtoher,
begginghertogetsomefood.Whenhismothercametowardshimwithfoodinherbeak,hescreamedwithjoy
andanticipation.However,shestoppedmid-way.Hewonderedwhyshedidnotcomenearer.Notbeingable
toresistorcontrolhishungeranylonger,hedivedatthefoodinhismother’sbeak.Atthatmoment,his
hungeroverpoweredhisfearofthegreatexpanseofseabeneaththecliff.Finally,thisplungewasfollowedby
thenaturalreactionofhisbody,i.e.tofly.
Question3:“Theywerebeckoningtohim,callingshrilly.”Whydidtheseagull’sfatherandmotherthreaten
himandcajolehimtofly?
Answer: Seagull’sparentshadtriedeverythingbuthewasreluctanttoflyduetofearoffallingdown.He
lookedathisbrothersandsisterbutwouldn’tmakeanyefforts.That’swhythewholefamilyhadlefthim
aloneandthreatenedandcajoledhimtocomebuteveryeffortwentinvain.
Question4:Haveyoueverhadasimilarexperience,whereyouparentsencouragedyoutodosomethingthat
youweretooscaredtotry?Discussthisinpairsorgroups.
Answer: Yes,IhadasimilarexperiencewhileleaningtorideabicycleinclassVI.Inmyinitialattempts,I
felldowneverytimeanddevelopedafearofcyclingwhichwasdifficulttoovercome.
Noamountofprovokingandcajolingcouldletmetryitagain,butmyfatherencouragedmetoovercomethe
fearandhelpedmeashewasadamantonmylearningcycling.Hetookmeonamoundnearvillageandmade
mesitandaskedmetoputmyhandsonthehandleandfeetonthepaddle.ItspeddownandIenjoyedit
withoutfearwhichdevelopedmyconfidence.This,Iovercamemyfearofcyclingandstartedridingacycle
afterafewpracticesessions.

Question5:Inthecaseofabirdflying,itseemsanaturalactandaforegoneconclusionthatitshouldsucceed.
Intheexamplesyouhavegiveninanswertothepreviousquestion,wasyoursuccessguaranteed,orwasit
importantforyoutotry,regardlessofapossibilityoffailure?
Answer: Wefacesomeproblemsintheinitialstagewhilelearningnewskills.Duetothefearoffailure,we
hesitatetoperformataskortodosomethingnew.Incaseoftheseagull,hisparentscajoledhimtofly.Inthe



example,Ihavegivenintheanswerofpreviousquestion,Iwascajoledbymyfathertolearncycling.So,at
thatstage,Iwastolearncyclingasitwasveryimportantformetoovercomemyfear.Yes,mysuccesswas
guaranteedbecauseifsomeoneisdeterminedtodosomethingthensuccessisassured.Moreoverassaid,
practicemakesamanperfect.
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Inthestory,thenarratorwasflyingtoEnglandtoenjoyhisholiday.HewantedtoreachEnglandintimeso
thathecouldenjoyandgoodEnglishbreakfastwithhisfamily.

TheTriptoEngland
ThenarratorwasflyinghisaeroplaneatnightoverFrancetoEngland.Hewaseagertomeethisfamily.He
wasdreamingofhisholiday.Thestarswereshiningintheclearsky.Eventhecity-Pariscouldbeseendown
below.HecalledParisControltogetinstructedabouttheway.Hewasinstructedtoturn12degreesWest.

FearofStorm
EverythingwasgoingwellbeforehesawthestormcloudsandPariswasabout150kilometersbehindhim.It
wasnaturalforthenarratortopanic.Heknewitwasnotpossibletoflyupandoverthosestormclouds.He
wasconfusedforamoment.

ARiskybutBraveDecisionoftheAuthor
Aseverythingwasfearfulatthemoment,thenarratordecidedtoriskandflewintothestorm,buteverything
wentoutofcontrol.Thecompassaswellasotherinstrumentsstoppedworking.Hewasunabletoseeoutside
theplaneastheplanewasjumpingandtwistingintheair.HetriedtocontactParisControlbutcouldn’t.He
waslostinthestorm.

ABlackAeroplaneAppeared
Suddenly,thenarratorsawanotherblackaeroplaneinthestormbyhissidewithoutlightsonitswings.It
seemedstrangetohimbuthewasgladtoseeanotherpersoninthestorm.

Thepilotofanotherplanewavedathimandsignalledtofollowsohedidthatbecausehedidnototheroption
exceptit.

ASafeLanding
Thenarratorflewforhalfanhourwhichwasquitestrangetohimashehadfuelonlyforfiveortenminutes.
Hefeltfearfulbutsuddenlyhesawtwobrightlinesinfrontofhim.Itwasarunway.Hewasabletoland
safelywhichgavehimasighofrelief.Itwasjustlikeamiracleforhim.

TheGreatestSurprise



Thenarratorcameoutfromhisplanetothankthepilotoftheblackaeroplanebuthewasshockedtoseeno
onethere.HewenttoControlTowerandaskedthewomanabouttheplaceandthebackaeroplane.Hearinghis
wordsthewomanlaughedandsaidthattherewasnootherplaneexcepthis.Itwasabigsurprisetothe
narrator.Hewasdumbfoundedashehadnoexplanationforthemiracle.
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Question1:“I’lltaketherisk”.Whatistherisk?Whydoesthenarratortakeit?
Answer: Ahugestormwasbrewingupandthenarratorwaskeentoreachhishometospendhisholidaywith
hisfamily.So,hedecidedtoflythroughthestormashedidnotwanttomissthechancetomeethisfamilyat
breakfast.Thus,hetooktheriskevenwhenthevisibilitywasalmostzerointhestorm.
Question2:Describethenarrator’sexperienceasheflewtheaeroplaneintothestorm.
Answer: Asthepilot(narrator)enteredthestorm,hisplanestartedjumpingandtwisting.Hecouldnotsee
anythingoutsidetheplaneasitwasblack.Whenhelookedatcompassandotherinstruments,theyhad
stoppedtofunctionduetostorm.Thisfueltankwasalmostemptyandhecouldnotflymorethantenminutes.
Thenhesawanotherblackaeroplanebyhissideandthepilotoftheplanesignalledhimtofollow.Itwasa
surpriseforthenarratorastheotherblackplanewashavingnolight.Hefollowedhimwithoutanychoiceand
landedsafelyontherunway.

Question3:Whydoesthenarratorsay,“IlandedandwasnotsorrytowalkawayfromtheoldDakota….”?
Answer: ThenarratordescribeshisexperienceofflyinginthestormasitwasoldDakotawhichwasnotvery
bigandsophisticatedplaneandhehadveryhorrificexperienceflyingit.So,hewasveryhappyratherthan
beingsorryaftercomingoutoftheplaneandtookasighofreliefwhenitlandedsafely.
Question4:Whatmadethewomaninthecontrolcentrelookthenarratorstrangely?
Answer: Thewomaninthecontrolcentrelookedatthenarratorstrangelybecausethenarratoraskedherabout
theblackaeroplaneandshesawnooneexceptthenarrator’sintheskyduringthestorm.Eventheradar
showedonlythenarrator’splanethatnightinthesky.
Question5:Whodoyouthinkhelpedthenarratortoreachsafely?Discussthisamongyourselvesandgive
reasonsforyouranswer.
Answer: Itisverydifficulttosayabouttheunknownpilotwhohelpedthenarrator.Butprobablyitwasthe
narratorhimselfthathelpedhimselftoovercomethefearinthestormasnootherplanewasseenintheradar
exceptthenarrator’sDakotaplane.Inthatfearsomesituation,hemighthavebeenhallucinating.Hehimself
wasagoodpilotandbraveenoughwhohelpedhimselflandsafely.
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1.Theskywasclearwithshiningstarsandthenarratorwasabouttomeethisfamilyatbreakfast.
2.At1:30inthemorning,thenarratorflewinhisDakotaaeroplaneandhewasinstructedbyParisControl

toturn12degreesWest.
3.Hewasabout150KilometersawayfromParis.Suddenlythecloudstormapproachedhim.Hedecidedto

enterthestorm.
4.Duetohiswillingnesstoseehisfamily,thenarratortookthisriskydecisionbuthelostthewayinthe

storm.
5.Alltheinstrumentsofhisplanestoppedworking.
6.Ablackaeroplaneappearedbythenarrator’ssideinthestormandhewasinstructedtofollowtheblack

plane.
7.Withoutmuchfuel,heflewforhalfanhourandhelandedsafelyontherunway.
8.Hewentoutfromhisaeroplanetothankthepilotoftheblackaeroplane,buthegotsurprisednottofind

anyonethereintheaeroplane.
9.ThenarratoraskedthewomanofControlTowerabouttheblackaeroplane,butshelaughedandreplied

innegativeaboutsuchaplane.
10.Itwasmiraclewithnoexplanationforthenarratorwhichsavedhislife.
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