


CHAPTER-Y

POVERTY . .. S

Sonié‘o"f the most challenging issues fac mg I ndzs
' development of rural India an
today are poverty, D o
building infrastructure. We are a b ion . t
country today and our human capital is the blgges
asset; it needs investment in health and ediication.
We also need to understand the concept of
employment and the need for creating more
employment in our country. We will also look at
the implications of development on our environment
and call for sustainable development. There is a
need to critically assess government initiatives in

tackling all these issues each of which has peen |
taken up Separately in this unit.
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| > Reducing poverty has been one of the major objectives of India's
developmental strategies.

! > The per capita consumption expenditure level which meets the average
per capita daily requirement of 2,400 calories in rural areas and 2 100
calories in urban areas, along with a minimum of non-food expenditure,
is called poverty line or absolute poverty.

» When the number of poor and their proportion is compared, we will have
an idea of different levels of poverty of people and their distribution betweer
states and over time.

» The number of poor in India and their proportion to total population has
declined substantially. For the first time in the 1990s, the absolute
number of poor has declined.

> Majority of poor are residing in rural areas and engage themselves in
casual and unskilled jobs.

» Income and expenditure oriented approaches do not take into account
many other attributes of the poor people.
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ontinues to have an edge over rural poverty, though both h
ficant decline over time.

- (True/False)
exist even when real GDP is rising. (True/False)
1t economic programme was launched on 14th January 1981. (True/False)

3.True 4.True 5.False 6.True 7True 8 True 9 True 10 False

onological

 sequence of alternatives given in Column Il by matching them with respective

, Column Il
(i) Measured in terms of poverty line
(i) Poverty across different classes, regions, or countries

(iii) Itonly shows the capacity to purchase
ects the actual use of goods and services by an individual
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